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you've brought people to justice who de-
served it; on the other hand, you've worked
to improve the human condition.

And we're proud to stand with you on mat-
ters such as education. You've got a very con-
structive education reform package in your
country that we believe will make a dif-
ference, and I thank you for that.

Today we discussed our bilateral relations
and the importance of military-to-military re-
lationship. I think it’s important that officers
in the Indonesian Army and the Indonesian
military come to the United States. I think
it’s important for our military folks to inter-
face with your officers. After all, Mr. Presi-
dent, if T remember correctly, you spent
some time in Kansas. And I think it’s in the
country’s interest that we interface with our
friends, the Indonesians, in this way.

I want to thank you for your leadership
on climate change. We had a good discussion
on climate change. Interestingly enough, the
President is in the lead when it comes to
coral reef protection, and we want to help
you. And you've also got an aggressive plan
to stop deforestation. As a matter of fact,
you're one of the leaders in the world when
it comes to these practical applications of en-
vironmental quality and environmental
progress. And the United States wants to
help. We're working on a $20 million initia-
tive to help you on your preventing deforest-
ation, and it’s a good use of our taxpayers’
money, particularly since we've got such a
strong champion as you in the lead.

I also thank you very much for our discus-
sion on Doha. Trade will help our respective
Nations. And your Minister and I had a dis-
cussion yesterday, and I want to thank you
for your leadership on this key issue.

All in all, Mr. President, I'm proud to be
with you today, and I want to thank you for
your time.

President Yudhoyono. Thank you, Mr.
President. We have discuss a lot of things
constructively, productively, this morning. I
have to be thankful for your roles and leader-
ship in fostering our bilateral friendships and
cooperation.

Thank for your willingness to cooperate
and assist Indonesia in managing our forests,
in preserving our coral, and in other things
in saving our planet with a framework of co-
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operation—effective cooperation. And thank
for that kind of support.

Thank also for our good cooperation in the
field of education, and also, military-to-mili-
tary cooperation is progressing well, that ben-
efit both for the U.S. and for Indonesia.

And thank also for your understanding on
the ongoing talk on the WTO. Indonesia,
with other developing countries, will play a
specific role, will approach this thing con-
structively, finding a proper solution good for
both developed nation and developing coun-
tries. And once again, thank for this coopera-
tion with your roles, and looking forward to
having other action and cooperation between
our two countries.

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Thank
you, Mr. President.

NoTE: The President spoke at 10:08 a.m. at the
InterContinental Sydney. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Minister of Foreign Affairs Noer Hassan
Wirajuda of Indonesia.

The President’s Radio Address
September 8, 2007

Good morning. Earlier this week, I trav-
eled to Iraq’s Anbar Province to visit our
troops and see with my own eyes the remark-
able changes they are making possible. If you
want to see some photos from this trip, go
to whitehouse.gov, where you can view a
slideshow of my visit.

Success in Anbar is critical to the demo-
cratic future of Iraq and to the war on terror.
This largely Sunni Province covers nearly a
third of Iraq. It stretches from the outskirts
of Baghdad to Iraq’s borders with Jordan and
Syria and Saudi Arabia. And until recently,
Anbar was Al Qaida’s chief base of operations
in Iraq.

Last year at this time, Anbar was all over
the news. Newspapers at the time cited a
leaked intelligence report that was pessi-
mistic about our prospects there. One col-
umnist summed it up this way: “The war is
over in Anbar Province, and the United
States lost.” But local citizens soon saw what
life under Al Qaida meant for them. The ter-
rorists brutalized the people of Anbar and
killed those who opposed their dark ideology.
So the tribal sheiks of Anbar came together



Administration of George W. Bush, 2007 / Sept. 8

to fight Al Qaida. They asked for support
from the coalition and the Iraqi Government,
and we responded.

Together, we have driven Al Qaida out of
strongholds in Anbar. The level of violence
is down. Local governments are meeting
again. Young Sunnis are joining the police
and army. And normal life is returning. The
people of Anbar have seen that standing up
to the terrorists and extremists leads to a bet-
ter life. And Anbar has shown that improving
security is the first step toward achieving eco-
nomic progress and political reconciliation.

On my visit, I met with tribal sheiks who
have fought with us against Al Qaida and who
are now building a better future for their
people and for all Iragis. One Sunni sheik
told me, “We have suffered a great deal from
terrorism. We strongly support the democ-
racy you have called for. The previous regime
[of Saddam Hussein] should not be charac-
terized as a Sunni regime; it was a regime
against the Sunnis, Shi'a, and the Kurds.”

I also met with national leaders from Iraq’s
Government: President Talabani and Prime
Minister Maliki, Deputy Prime Minister
Barham Salih, Vice President Abd Al-Mahdi,
Vice President Hashimi, and President
Barzani of the Kurdish region. These men
come from different religious and ethnic
backgrounds, but they all understand the im-
portance of succeeding in Anbar. And so
they're reaching out to help, with positive
steps such as sharing oil revenues with Pro-
vincial leaders. I thanked the representatives
of Iraq’s Government for their efforts to sup-
port the bottom-up progress in Anbar. And
I told them that the American people expect
them to meet their commitments and pass
the legislation they've agreed on.

While in Iraq, I also received a good brief-
ing from General David Petraeus and Am-
bassador Ryan Crocker. They gave me an up-
date on our military and political and eco-
nomic efforts to support our Iraqgi partners.
They told me about the progress they’re see-
ing across Iraq and their ideas for the way
forward. In the next few days, they will come
to Washington to give Congress their assess-
ment of conditions on the ground. I urge the
Members of Congress to listen to these two
well-respected professionals before jumping
to any conclusions.
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Most importantly, during my visit, I met
with our troops serving in Anbar. Every day,
these fine men and women show courage
under incredibly difficult circumstances. The
work theyre doing on the sands of Anbar
is making us safer in the streets of America.
Because of their bravery and sacrifice, our
troops in Iraq are denying Al Qaida safe ha-
vens from which to plot and plan and carry
out attacks against Americans both here and
abroad. I know how hard it is for our men
and women in uniform to be away from their
families. I told them our Nation appreciates
their willingness to serve and that the Amer-
ican people stand with them.

Next week, after consulting with the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, my national security team,
Members of Congress from both parties, and
Iraqi leaders, I will speak directly to the Na-
tion about the recommendations General
Petraeus and Ambassador Crocker have pre-
sented to me. I will discuss the changes our
strategy has brought to Iraq. I will lay out
a vision for future involvement in Iraq—one
that I believe the American people and their
elected leaders of both parties can support.
By coming together on the way forward, we
will strengthen Iraq’s democracy, deal a blow
to our enemies, secure interests in the Mid-
dle East, and make our Nation safer.

Thank you for listening.

NoTE: The address was recorded at 6 p.m. on
September 6 at the InterContinental Sydney in
Sydney, Australia, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m.,
e.d.t., on September 8. The transcript was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary on
September 7 but was embargoed for release until
the broadcast. Due to the 14-hour time difference,
the radio address was broadcast after the Presi-
dent’s remarks in Sydney, Australia. In his ad-
dress, the President referred to Gen. David H.
Petraeus, USA, commanding general, Multi-Na-
tional Force—Iraq. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language transcript
of this address.

Remarks Following a Visit With
Wounded Troops and Their Families
at Hickam Air Force Base, Hawaii
September 8, 2007

The President. 1 appreciate the Governor
of this beautiful State, Admiral Keating, his



